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Gaul, Bertha, daughter of Charibert, king of Paris.1 At tlie time of her marriage it had been expressly stipulated that she should have full liberty to worship as a Christian, and should be attended to her new home by a Frank bishop named Liudhard.2 The religion of the queen doubtless excited the curiosity of the English. But Liudhard seems to have been deficient in missionary zeal and was personally too insignificant a man to effect with Ethelbert what Eemigius, aided by Bertha's ancestress Chlotilda, had done for Clovis.3 From the Gallican Church, moreover, no help was forthcoming; and Gregory heard with sorrow that the English were longing for the knowledge of Christianity, but the bishops of the neighbouring country neglected their duty, and would do nothing to facilitate the good work.4 He resolved, therefore, not to wait until the education of his English slave-boys was finished, but to attempt the conversion of England without delay.
In the spring of 596 the mission was ready to set out.5 It is remarkable as the only great mission to the heathen organized and originated at Rome during this period, of which we have any account. " Gregory is the one Pope of that time who shows the old Eoman yearning for new realms to subject to the rule and order of Borne." It is also remarkable for the fact that it was entirely composed of monks. It might have seemed that men whose object was to isolate themselves from the world, and whose time was to be given mainly to prayer and contemplation, were scarcely those most fit to be chosen for a long and dangerous journey, and for active work in a foreign land. But Gregory had experience of the monastery, and he knew
1  Greg. Tur. Hist. Franc, iv. 26; ix. 26.
2  Baeda Hist. Eccl. i. 25.    According to the Canterbury tradition, Liudhard was Bishop of Senlis.
3  William of Malmesbury, i. 13, says that the good life of Liudhard " regem ad Christ! cognitionem invitabat," and that this was the reason why Ethelbert yielded so easily to Augustine's teaching.     So also Gocelin (Vita Aug. 20) calls  Liudhard " apostolicorum legatorum   praecursor aut ianitor."     But Liudhard's influence seems here to be over-estimated.
4  Greg. Epp. vi. 49, 57.
5  Baeda Hist. Eccl. i. 23: " anno xrv. eiusdem principis " (Mauricii), i.e. August 595-August 596.   Gregory's letter (Epp. vi. 50a) sent back with Augustine is dated July 23, 596.   As the monks only got a little way, it is likely that they started in 596 rather than in the autumn of 595. A few months would leave time enough for their journey and Augustine's return: Job. Diac. Vita ii. 33 even says that the missionaries determined to abandon the attempt " post dies aliquot."